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may be exposed to the same grazing conditions, develop the disease.
When symptoms appear the affected animals should be removed to other pastures. Try to locate and identify the weed. Administer a pound dose of Epsom salts. Provide laxative feed and do not use the milk from the sick animals.
Larkspur
There are two common species of larkspur, tall and low. These larkspurs are hardy perennials and grow in damp sheltered places. The low species ranges from 1 to 2 feet in height, while the tall larkspur sometimes reaches a height of 7 feet. The flowers range through the several shades of purple. The low larkspur is poisonous during its entire life. The tall larkspur is poisonous as a young plant but is only slightly so after it reaches the flowering stage. The tall larkspurs are not so common as the low ones. Poisoning is confined entirely to cattle. Range sheepmen consider themselves in luck when plenty of larkspur is on the range. Most of the trouble comes from cattle eating the leaves.
Cattle poisoned by larkspur are usually found dead. In the early stages, animals may develop unsteadiness of gait, stagger and suddenly fall down. Death is caused by paralysis of the respiratory system. If animals eat only a small amount of larkspur, they may stagger, stumble and fall, but often recover naturally without treatment.
Some poisoned animals bloat. If this happens, tapping should be resorted to. If possible the animal should be pulled in the shade and its head raised to assist breathing. Otherwise it should not be disturbed.
Loco
There are several species of loco plant. The three common kinds are the white, purple, and blue. They are so named because of the color of their flowers. The first two are the most common. The white loco or rattle-weed is widely distributed in the plains region east of the Rocky